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fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his
obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as follows:.So, on the morrow, she made her ready and donning the costliest of apparel, adorned
herself with the most magnificent of ornaments and the highest of price and stained her hands with henna. Then she let down her tresses upon her shoulders and went
forth, walking along with coquettish swimming gait and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls, till she came to the young merchant's shop and sitting down thereat,
under colour of seeking stuffs, saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of merchandise. So he brought out to her various kinds of stuffs and she took them and turned
them over, talking with him the while. Then said she to him, "Look at the goodliness of my shape and my symmetry. Seest thou in me any default?" And he answered, "No,
O my lady." "Is it lawful," continued she, "in any one that he should slander me and say that | am humpbacked?".The company marvelled at the goodliness of his story and it
pleased El Melik ez Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is extraordinary!" Then came forward the sixth officer and said to the company, 'Hear my story and that
which befell me, to wit, that which befell such an one the assessor, for it is rarer than this and stranger..?Story of King Bihkerd..So she gave him all that she possessed and
he sold it and paid the rest of her price; after which there remained to him a hundred dirhems. These he spent and lay that night with the damsel in all delight of life, and his
soul was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel said to him, 'What aileth thee to weep?' And he said, 'l know not if my father be
dead, and he hath none other heir but myself; and how shall | win to him, seeing | have not a dirhem?' Quoth she, 'l have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls with
the price. Then bray them and fashion them into great pearls, and thereon thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we may make our way to thy country.' So he took the
bracelet and repairing to a goldsmith, said to him, 'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a good (183) bracelet; | will go to him and bring thee the
price thereof.' So he carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason of the goodliness of its workmanship. Then he called an old woman, who was in
his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must | have the mistress of this bracelet, though but for a single night, or | shall die." And the old woman answered, 'l will bring her to
thee.".The Twenty-fifth Night of the Month..Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he came before the king, he saluted him
and greeted him with the greeting of kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and at his beauty and grace and perfection. The king seated him at the head of the
table; and when Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and cometh
not to these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face and she turned
not her gaze from El Abbas a glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When the queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared
for her from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set apart for Mariyeh,
and therein were privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who served her, after the fashion of kings' daughters..Then said she to the
villager's son, 'Know that | am the woman whom thy father delivered from harm and stress and whom there betided from thee of false accusation and frowardness that
which thou hast named.' And she craved pardon for him and he was made whole of his sickness. [Then said she to the thief, 'l am she against whom thou liedst, avouching
that | was thy mistress, who had been stoned on thine account, and that | was of accord with thee concerning the robbing of the villager's house and had opened the doors
to thee.' And she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness.] Then said she to [the townsman], him of the tribute, 'l am she who gave thee the [thousand]
dirhems and thou didst with me what thou didst." And she craved pardon for him and prayed for him and he was made whole; whereupon the folk marvelled at her
oppressors, who had been afflicted alike, so God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) might show forth her innocence before witnesses..Locust, The Hawk and
the, ii. 50..? ? ? ? ? Unto me the world's whole gladness is thy nearness and thy sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..? ? ? ? ? And left me all
forlorn, to pine for languishment,.Then she returned home, troubled and careful; and when her husband saw her on this wise, he questioned her of her case and she said to
him, 'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the simpleness of thine intent. Straitness liketh me not and thou in thy [present] craft gaiuest nought; so either
do thou seek out a craft other than this or pay me my due (17) and let me go my way.' Her husband chid her for this and admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned
from her intent and said to him, 'Go forth and watch yonder physician how he doth and leam from him what he saith.' Quoth he, ‘Let not thy heart be troubled: I will go every
day to the physician's assembly.".? ? ? ? ? Midmost the watches of the night | see thee, in a dream; A lying dream, for he | love my love doth not repay..? ? ? ? ? g. The
Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii. The company marvelled at this story and said all, "Woe to the oppressor!' Then came forward the sixteenth officer and said, ‘And I also will
tell you a marvellous story, and it is on this wise..A Damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace, iii. 192..So each of them went up to the [supposed] dead man and
dealt him nigh upon a hundred blows, exclaiming the while, one, 'This is for (45) my father!" and another, 'This is for my grandfather!" whilst a third said, 'This is for my
brother!" and a fourth, "This is for my mother!" And they gave not over taking turns at him and beating him, till they were weary, what while El Merouzi stood laughing and

saying in himself, 'It is not | alone who have entered into sin against him. There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!'.Merchant and the King,

Kingdom and Good were Restored to Him dcccci.Then he bade set up for her a tent and another for himself, facing hers, so he might worship God with her, and fell to
sending her food; and she said in herself, 'This is a king and it is not lawful for me that | suffer him forsake his subjects and his kingdom for my sake. So she said to the
serving-woman, who used to bring her the food, 'Speak to the king, so he may return to his women, for he hath no need of me and | desire to abide in this place, so | may
worship God the Most High therein.' The slave-girl returned to the king and told him this, whereupon he sent back to her, saying, 'l have no need of the kingship and | also

desire to abide here and worship God with thee in this desert. When she found this earnestness in him, she consented to his wishes and said, 'O king, | will consent unto
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thee in that which thou desirest and will be to thee a wife, but on condition that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his Vizier Kardan and his chamberlain (116) and that they
be present in thine assembly, so | may speak a word with them in thy presence, to the intent that thou mayest redouble in affection for me." Quoth Kisra, ‘And what is thine
occasion unto this?' So she related to him her story from first to last, how she was the wife of Dadbin the king and how the latter's vizier had miscalled her honour.. Twelfth
Officer's Story, The, ii. 179..? ? ? ? ? My juice among kings is still drunken for wine And a present am | betwixt friends, young and old..On the morrow, she said to the old
man, "Get thee to the money-changer and fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the money-changer and delivered him the message, whereupon he made ready meat
and drink, as of his wont, [with which the old man returned to the damsel and they ate till they had enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went to the
Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down and drank; and when she grew drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.When the

evening evened, the king sent after the vizier and when he presented himself before him, he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening

embrace; The erring he corrects and those of wandering mind..Selma, Selim and, ii. 81..JAAFER BEN YEHYA AND ABDULMEILIK BEN SALIH THE ABBASIDE.
(144).There was once, of old days, a king of the kings, whose name was Azadbekht; his [capital] city was called Kuneim Mudoud and his kingdom extended to the confines
of Seistan and from the frontiers of Hindustan to the sea He had ten viziers, who ordered his state and his dominion, and he was possessed of judgment and exceeding
wisdom. One day he went forth with certain of his guards to the chase and fell in with an eunuch on horseback, holding in his hand the halter of a mule, which he led along.
On the mule's back was a litter of gold-inwoven brocade, garded about with an embroidered band set with gold and jewels, and over against the litter was a company of
horsemen. When King Azadbekht saw this, he separated himself from his companions and making for the mule and the horsemen, questioned the latter, saying, "To whom
belongeth this litter and what is therein?". The eunuch answered, (for he knew not that he was King Azadbekht,) saying, "This litter belongeth to Isfehend, vizier to King
Azadbekht, and therein is his daughter, whom he purposeth to marry to Zad Shah the King.".So, when they had made an end of eating and drinking, the young man asked
his host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in my youth | was even as thou seest me in the matter of loathliness and foul favour; and | had brethren of the comeliest of the
folk; wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to show them kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial service], like as one employeth
slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but with her." Quoth I, "Send other than | of thy sons." But
he would not consent to this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to such a pass with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So | arose and
taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to go out into the deserts and return to him no more. | fared on all my night [and the next day]
and coming at eventide to [the encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a very old man, and became his guest..When they heard me
speak in Arabic, one of them came up to me and saluting me [in that language], questioned me of my case. Quoth I, 'What [manner of men] are ye and what country is this?"
'O my brother," answered he, 'we are husbandmen and come to this river, to draw water, wherewithal to water our fields; and whilst we were thus engaged to-day, as of
wont, this boat appeared to us on the surface of the water, issuing from the inward of yonder mountain. So we came to it and finding thee asleep therein, moored it to the
shore, against thou shouldst awake. Acquaint us, therefore, with thy history and tell us how thou camest hither and whence thou enteredst this river and what land is behind
yonder mountain, for that we have never till now known any make his way thence to us.' But | said to them, 'Give me somewhat to eat and after question me.' So they
brought me food and | ate and my spirits revived and | was refreshed. Then | related to them all that had befallen me, whereat they were amazed and confounded and said,

'By Allah, this is none other than a marvellous story, and needs must we carry thee to our king, that thou mayst acquaint him therewith.' So they carried me before their king,

even as a father's loss! To fly or creep, like nestlings, alone, they strive in vain..Presently a villager passed by [the pit and finding] her [alive,] carried her to his house and
tended her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the young man saw her, he loved her and besought her of herself; but she refused and consented not to him,
whereupon he redoubled in love and longing and despite prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of his village and agree with him that he should come by night and
take somewhat from his father's house and that, when he was discovered, he should say that she was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was his mistress and
had been stoned on his account in the city. So he did this and coming by night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke
and seizing the thief, bound him fast and beat him, to make him confess. So he confessed against the woman that she had prompted him to this and that he was her lover
from the city. The news was bruited abroad and the people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with whom she was, forbade them and said, 'l brought
this woman hither, coveting the recompense [of God,] and | know not [the truth of] that which is said of her and will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he gave her a thousand
dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after which the folk interceded for him with the old man, saying,

‘This is a youth and indeed he erred;" and he released him..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story dcccexxxii
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