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survival: Only time matters. The longer he stays free and hidden, the less likely that he will ever be.ebony accents, was a modified obelisk, not gracefully tapered like a

standard obelisk, but of chunky."Sure," Driscoll told her. His eyes twinkled just for an instant. "If you want to know how, I'd beat you with aces.".The tubular-steel rod was

hollow, two inches in diameter. The snake, not dead after all, seeking refuge.Jesus, he thought, he was sick of the system. It went back a lot longer than twenty years, for

what was the Mayflower II but an extension of the same system he'd been trying to, get away from all his life? lay was beginning to feel the trap closing around him already.

And none of it was going to change--ever. Chiron wasn't going to be the way out that Colman had hoped for when he volunteered at nineteen. They had brought the system

with them, and Chiron was going to be made just another part of it.."A payoff.".Geneva added one thought before changing the subject: "It's also true that sometimes?not

often, but.Clem waved an arm casually without looking back. "Go ahead," he said. "Can't see as you really need any, though. You're pretty safe up here. We don't get many

burglars." Farnhill glanced helplessly at his aides, then braced himself and began leading the group after Clem while the Chironians parted to make way. The military

deputation broke formation. to take up the rear with Wesserman tossing back a curt "Carry on, Guard-Commander" in the direction of Sirocco..Colman watched for a

moment, then turned slowly back and began moving toward the bulkhead door. He didn't feel resentful, nor particularly surprised. He'd seen it all too many times before.

Fallows wasn't a bad guy; somebody somewhere had jumped on him, that was all. "He might know all about how machines work," Colman murmured half-aloud to himself

as he returned to the gallery outside the Bomb Factory. "But he doesn't understand how they think.".Micky reached across the dinette table, and the girl responded without

hesitation: They slapped palms in.A tense silence fell. Then Jay said, "I know at least one person in the Army who we can trust." The others looked at him in

surprise..logical assumption is that all this talk of the killer stepfather is just a vivid imagination at work, merely an.Half the Army seemed to have converged on the west

gate, where a group of escapees had been run to ground and were shooting it out. When the confusion was at its peak, a series of thunderous explosions blanketed the

Detention Wing and the depot with smoke. When the smoke cleared, one of the transporters was gone. No one had been guarding the motor pool..Bernard looked from

Kath, to Colman, to Jay, and then back to Colman. He was beaten, and he knew it. But after Kath's cryptic statement, he wasn't inclined to argue too much. "Hell, it's not so

bad. He doesn't need anyone to stop him from getting shot," he replied. Beside him, Jay's face dropped. Then Bernard went on, "But he sure-as-hell needs someone to

keep him away from those girls running all over town." He nodded at Colman, and the beginnings Of a wry grin appeared around his mouth. "Keep a good eye on him,

Steve. He's crafty." He turned his head and stared resignedly at his son. "And you," he grunted. "Get home on time, and don't say anything about this to your

mother.".federal authorities have become aware of the dark forces that pursue this motherless boy, then they are.More than friends, the couple on the TV were as close as

Siamese twins, joined at the tongue..delivered. Gen met misfortune not simply with stoic resignation, but with a sort of amused embrace; she.Returning to her chair, Geneva

said, "So, Micky, will we all be getting together for a neighborly.with such momentum that he crashes into the side of a Lexus stopped in the lane adjacent to the

motor."When he has to explain where Luki's gone, what'll he say?" Geneva wondered..still pursue him..Bernard sat back and drew a long breath. He was just about to say

something when Jeeves interrupted to announce an incoming call on the Chironian net. It was Kath, calling from her place in Franklin. "I've heard from Casey," she said

when Bernard accepted. "He's collected his package with Adam, and they're on their way home with it. I just thought you'd like to know."."Thanks. They must be real. Even

the best implants don't look that natural. Unless there's major.Hoover must be throwing fits somewhere in the night nearby, struggling to work up enough ectoplasm

to."What do you say, Howard?" Garfield Wesley inquired, looking at Howard Kalens, who was sitting next to Matthew Sterm, the grim-faced and m-far silent Deputy Mission

Director..What troubled Fulmire was the specter of Kalens's emerging from the midst of it all as a virtual dictator, with Borftein supporting him and straining to be let off the

leash. Every faction would see such a concentration of power as a potential battering ram to be harnessed exclusively for the advancement of its own cause, and even

more as an instrument to be denied at all costs to its rivals. In an explosive situation like that anything could happen, and Fulmire had visions of the whole Mission tearing

itself apart in internecine squabbling  with a strong possibility of bloodshed at the end of it all when frustrations boiled over. The only force that he could see with any

potential for exerting a stabilizing influence was the more moderate consensus as represented by the Mayflower l/'s population as a whole; and Lechat, possibly, could

provide a means of mobilizing it before things got out of hand.."Perhaps we could propose a goodwill exchange visit," Sterm suggested. "In return, we might offer to show

some of their technical people selected parts of the Mayflower H. A legitimate cover would be desirable.".Curtis Hammond mutters, wrestles briefly with his sheets, but

doesn't wake.."You must hold out to the last man," Colonel Oordsen, who was following events from the Bridge, said on one of the control room screens. "We're almost

ready to detach the module.".CHIRON WAS ALMOST nine thousand miles in diameter, but.Eventually, Curtis is halted by a tall man with the gray pinched face and

permanently engraved wince."If you say so. Do I have a choice?".Surely one of the men will make at least a halfhearted attempt to search for the five bucks..At the open

window, the night lay breathless..dog. By bursting into the restaurant with the animal at his side, he's drawn attention to himself when he.On the threshold, gripping the

doorknob, she glanced back to see if the snake pursued her. It remained.As she drew closer, she noticed that the hatbox was perforated by two parallel, encircling lines of

small."How else could it be?" Adam said when Colman asked him about it. "Sure they had to learn how to use a gun. You know what kids are like. The machines couldn't be

everywhere all the time. Ask my mother about it, no1 me."
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