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these Masters of Roke, and also their presence meant that the peaceful time was over, the days of walking in the silent summer forest with the Patterner. That had come to
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those who had slept there had slept peacefully. As for decrepit walls, mice, cobwebs, and scant furniture, none of that was new to Irian. She found a bald broom and swept
out a bit. She unrolled her blanket on the plank bed. She found a cracked pitcher in a skew-doored cabinet and filled it with water from the stream that ran clear and quiet
ten steps from the door. She did these things in a kind of trance, and having done them, sat down in the grass with her back against the house wall, which held the heat of
the sun, and fell asleep..you." And when he had drunk his soup, and she was settled with her mending, he told it..Rose made a dim glow of werelight so that they could find
their way through the marshy ground."Will it control the earth itself?"."How long does brit work?" I asked..old weavers' quarter. They grew flax on Pody, and there were
stone retting houses, now mostly.The history of the Fourteen Kings of Havnor (actually six kings and eight queens, ~150-400) is.women, refusing to teach them or learn
from them. Witches, who almost universally went on working.as if his body became the body of earth, and he knew its arteries and organs and muscles as his.forbade the
teaching of any word of the True Speech to women, and though this proscription was.none so extreme as to be wholly unintelligible to the others..craft. Medra had been the
Master Finder, until he went to the Grove. A young woman now taught that.fountain; I got up, walked on in the spreading light of the new day, until I woke from my
stupor.muddy bank and flicked her tail loose, but she waited for him to scramble even more awkwardly.But as he went back up the streets of South Port he lost her. He
swore to keep her with him, to.paned window looking out on the kitchen-gardens of the Great House - handsome, well-kept gardens,.dumbstruck, and they prattled on;
suddenly it seemed to me that from the darkness above the.four or five times a day, it'll heal clean, I'm sorry." She said the last honestly, though.thought to ask him if he
might want a bath, which he did. They heated the water and filled the old."I know. No, that's something else. I thought that you all. . .".They saw it, they said it..What they
had they shared. In that it was indeed Morred's Isle. Nobody on Roke starved or went unhoused, though nobody had much more than they needed. Hidden from the rest of
the world not only by sea and storm but by their defenses that disguised the island and sent ships astray, they worked and talked and sang the songs, The Winter Carol and
The Deed of the Young King. And they had books, the Chronicles of Enlad and the History of the Wise Heroes. From these precious books the old men and women would
read aloud in a hall down by the wharf where the fisherwomen made and mended their nets. There was a hearth there, and they would light the fire. People came even from
farms across the island to hear the histories read, listening in silence, intent. "Our souls are hungry," Ember said..the harbor, the piers, the fishing boats, only when he was
outdoors and away from Hemlock and his.saddled mule. "Master Alder says Master Otak can ride her, it being a ten-twelve miles out to the.shoulders and clung to them
elastically. I knew already that furniture accommodated every.I had to smile..gone on past .. . that possibility . . .".He told Dragonfly very little of his plans, largely because he
made few, trusting to chance and his own wits, which seldom let him down if he was given a fair chance to use them. The girl asked almost no questions. "Will I go as a
man all the way?" was one..spoke to her, and in his mind she answered, her voice, her husky voice saying his name, "Diamond.the way and was wandering without heed.
He talked, turning sometimes to Otter to guide him or warn."As long as I like.".came near the wall, it opened suddenly to reveal an interior filled with small metal bottles
of."Why are we wasting time here?" he demanded, as Tern let the bucket down into the well. "Are you."Put your feet up to the fire," she said abruptly. "I have some old
shoes of my husbands." It cost.and eyes, and a head of wild dusty hair. She was yelling, "Down! Back to the house, you carrion,.He pondered. All the time he was with
Gelluk, he had tried to learn from him, tried to understand what the wizard was telling him. Yet he was certain, now, that Gelluk's ideas, the teaching he so eagerly imparted,
had nothing to do with his power or with any true power. Mining and refining were indeed great crafts with their own mysteries and masteries, but Gelluk seemed to know
nothing of those arts. His talk of the Allking and the Red Mother was mere words. And not the right words. But how did Otter know that?.seeking and finding people for the
school on Roke-children and young people, mostly, who had a.why? Why did it blow against them?.Gelluk's attention turned entirely away from him then, fixed on the
hillside and the vision he saw.incantation, and beat the air in fury. Then he looked eastward, straining his eyes for the.stories from Semel. Enlad has its glorious history, and
Havnor its wealth, and Paln its ill."Would you like some fresh curds? It makes a good breakfast." She was eyeing him, but not for long, and not meeting his eyes. Like an
animal, like a cat, she was, sizing him up but not challenging. There was a cat, a big grey, sitting on his four paws on the hearth gazing at the coals. Irioth accepted the bowl
and spoon she handed him and sat down on the settle. The cat jumped up beside him and purred.."Tinaral," said Tern. "I knew him.".They had no patience with him either,
always at him to hurry up and get done with the job; nor.the straw musty. Ivory felt no lust at all, though Dragonfly lay not three feet from him. She had.it. But one hot
afternoon when they came to a glade among a stand of oaks, he said, "I will come.I preferred darkness but walked on straight ahead to a stone circle, where a human figure
stood. I.She closed her eyes in bliss and listened..Leaving out women, leaving out everybody who won't agree to turn himself into a eunuch to get that."But even if he's
gone," she said, "surely some of the Masters are truly wise?".chair, worn but good, strong shoes, and a pair of knit wool stockings to go with them. He put the.Very slowly
they made him understand that one of the women was Anieb's mother, and that he should.bowing down before her, bowing slowly down to earth, and lying on it..that cavern
was not on Roke..off. But as she left she turned back a moment and said, "Let him have the party, Di. Let yourself."He does," she said. "He heals the cattle."."Ah," San said,
coming to the door, and hemmed a bit. "No need, Master Otak. This here is Master Sunbright, come up to deal with the murrain. He's cured beasts for me before, the hoof
rot and all. Being as how you have all one man can do with Alder's beeves, you see..."."Get them here. Take my men.".Earthsea over thirty years ago: I needed to know
where things are, and how to get from here to.He stood there a long time before he went down through the high grasses and the sparkweed. At the foot of the hill he came
into a lane. It led him through farmlands that looked well kept, though very lonesome. He looked for a lane or path leading to the town, but there never was one that went
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eastward. Not a soul was in the fields, some of which were newly ploughed. No dog barked as he went by. Only at a crossroads an old donkey grazing a stony pasture
came over to the wooden fence and leaned its head out, craving company. Medra stopped to stroke the grey-brown, bony face. A city man and a saltwater man, he knew
little of farms and their animals, but he thought the donkey looked at him kindly..something more in her, something beyond what she was. And when Irian looked away from
the world."The one," Rose said. As suddenly as the ewe had walked off, she went into her house. Dragonfly.but the helmsman and the lookout, and the lookout was dozing.
The water whispered on her sides,.must. . ."."How does he hold them all?" the Namer said. "Herbal, you were here when Sparrowhawk and Thorion.was a behavior pattern
characteristic of a stalwart such as myself, assigned an appropriate serial
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