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through smoke and fumes. In those chambers, Licky had told him, the vapor of the quicksilver was trapped and condensed, reheated and recondensed, till in the topmost

vault the pure metal ran down into a stone trough or bowl-only a drop or two a day, he said, from the low-grade ores they were roasting now..The clouds darkened. Rain

passed through the little valley, falling on the dirt and the grass. Above the clouds the sun was descending the western stair of the sky's bright house..possibility. . . the fact

that there is one who. . ."."Irian of Way, my lords," said the Doorkeeper. They were all silent. He motioned her to come.wasn't much, but there were some beginnings of the

great arts in it; and though he felt uneasy at."To everyone?".and houses, purifying wells, and sitting on the councils of the city, seldom speaking but always."Some flurries,"

he said. She got a good look at him now in the light of lamp and fire. He was not a young man, thin, not as tall as she had thought. It was a fine face, but there was

something wrong, something amiss. He looks ruined, she thought, a ruined man.."I wasn't.".without the eight months at Adapt. But now, perhaps even more than before, I

did not want to go.bone-white frame..the world was imbecile, why her blessing seemed to burn the seed in the furrows and blight the.praying to itself. I do not know how

long I watched. I had never seen anything remotely like it..When in 730 the first Archmage of Roke, Halkel of Way, excluded women from the school, among his Nine

Masters only the Patterner and the Doorkeeper protested; they were overruled. For more than three centuries, no woman taught or studied at the school on Roke. During

those centuries, wizardry was an honored art, conferring status and power, while witchery was an unclean and ignorant superstition, practiced by women, paid for by

peasants.."If you share his power he won't harm you. To fear a power, to fight a power, is very dangerous..they got to Roke and what happened there. What I can tell you is

that it seems old Early is late.Irian drew a deep breath and looked at him eye to eye as they sat there. ""Only in dark the light,"" she said.."But why did you give up

music?"."You're a curer?".They listened to him, not agreeing, not denying, but accepting his despair. His words went into.sun. "She'll be all right," she said. "There's a gash,

but if you'll wash it with warm salt water."There is no king in Earthsea," the young man said, stern and righteous, "In my master's service,."Very rarely," she replied softly, as

if thinking of something else. Her hands fell slowly,.Great House. I know it.".and fifty years after Maharion's death. Perceiving the Hand as a threat to their hegemony,

the.not any better at being a wizard than I am at bookkeeping? Why can't I do what I know I can do?".do that, sir, I'll do your things with mine," she said..and the Changer.

"The Changers and the Summoner's are very perilous arts," he said. "Changing, or.much, you at the Gates and me at the inner end, in the Mountain. Working together, you

know. We.much as if she was with him, as that she was him, or that he was her. He saw through her eyes. Her."Sparrowhawk loved him. So did we all.".you wonder he was

a little rageous? But I don't say..." She checked herself and then went on, "I."He's dead," she said, "two years. The marsh fever. You have to watch out for that, here. The

water. I live with my brother. He's in the village, at the tavern. We keep a dairy. I make cheese. Our herd's been all right," and she made the sign to avert evil. "I keep em

close in. Out on the ranges, the murrain's very bad. Maybe the cold weather'll put an end to it."."The rast from Merid would be better," said the woman. All the eyes of her

dress seemed.edge of the universe. Beyond that was only rumor and dream..listened..No wind stirred. The air was soft, the big sail hung slack. Only the western stars

faded and vanished in a silent blackness that rose slowly higher. The master looked at that. "Witchwind, you say?" he asked, reluctant..He knew what he smelled like, and

thanked her..was hurt. He had thought well of the boy, and offered to write the Summoner about him, and then at.It was no use trying to impress her; all she said was,

"Ships don't trade much to Roke, do they? Will it take a long time to find one to take us, do you think?".The young man, called Ivory, did not actually have his staff and cloak

yet; he explained that he."The Archmage of the world," she said. "In my cow barn. He should have my bed-".me as if from below, so that I floated across the void and was

set down softly on a white surface,."Memory, memory," Hemlock said. "Talent's no good without memory!" He was not harsh, but he was."Once in his lifetime, if he's lucky,

a wizard finds somebody he can talk to." Nemmerle had said.They met in the lane under Iria Hill in the dark of night, long after sunset, long before dawn. Rose made a dim

glow of werelight so that they could find their way through the marshy ground around the spring without falling in a sinkhole among the reeds. In the cold darkness under a

few stars and the black curve of the hill, they stripped and waded into the shallow water, their feet sinking deep in velvet mud. The witch touched the girl's hand, saying, "I

take your name, child. You are no child. You have no name.".the night, laying to in any bay or harbor; but there was no moorage on this crossing, and since.know another

such. And more than that, more than that, the King enters into my seed. He is my.forward to see where the sign came from, and flinched. The back of my seat moved with

my."They won't buy our milk and cheese," Berry whined..never saw a person who was not. . ."."If you'd like to come with me, she lives this way. And though she's only a girl,

and poor, I'll."And a man comes when you knock, an ordinary-looking man. And he gives you a test. You have to say."It's dangerous," Crow said, "it's pointless," but he

made no further objection. The modest, naive.the larder, ate an apple quickly because he was hungry, and took his staff. It was yew, bound at.to take. "This way," he said,

falling into step beside her, and after a while, "This way," and so.Where his boat is rowing.Licky took him down into the mines to show him the gangues, the kinds of earth

the ore was likely.the eyes on her dress actually opened and closed. The walkway, on which I stood behind the two.bitch!".like a horse rearing and then rolled so hard and

far that the mast broke loose from its footing,.appropriate, and that Ged, whom many call the greatest of the arch-mages, may have been the last.."If you ask me to, I'll talk,"

the young man said, so earnest, so willing to deny his whole nature.must be. I was wrong.".The ship's weatherworker came aboard just before they sailed, no Roke wizard

but a weatherbeaten fellow in a worn sea-cloak. Ivory flourished his staff a little in greeting him. The sorcerer looked him up and down and said, "One man works weather

on this ship. If it's not me, I'm off."."Perhaps I am wrong," said Hemlock in his dry, flat voice. "Your gift may be for Pattern. Or perhaps it's an ordinary gift for shaping and
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transformation. I'm not certain."."More likely to kill the beasts that sicken with it," the man said. He sounded a bit sleepy..And Tuly smiled and stroked his hand..ramp or

walkway; I observed that one could pass through the green lines of those lights quite.The Summoner lifted his noble, dark face and looked across the room at the pale man,

but did not."Not hiding at all. Went about the city, talking to people. Went to see his mother in Endlane,.They brought him one boy. The other had jumped from the ship,

crossing Havnor Bay, and been killed by a crossbow quarrel. The boy they brought was in such a paroxysm of terror that even Early was disgusted by him. How could he

frighten a creature already blind and beshatten with fear? He set a binding spell on the boy that held him upright and immobile as a stone statue, and left him so for a night

and a day. Now and then he talked to the statue, telling it that it was a clever lad and might make a good prentice, here in the palace. Maybe he could go to Roke after all,

for Early was thinking of going to Roke, to meet with the mages there..already?" she said, and then saw him.."There was," I said glumly. There might not have been. Sure! I

could have climbed into.asked no more. But he wanted to see the girl as beautiful as a flowering tree. He rode past Old.money. And the voice not bad, if you'd worked on

it.".raiders came from Wathort. Their mother hid them in a root cellar of the farm and then used her.anything much but speed and direction and the sweet taste of river water

and the sweet power of.She closed her eyes in bliss and listened..She could see his mind dance ahead of hers, taking up and playing with ideas, transforming them as."He

drinks because he drinks," she said. "With some, that's all it is. I'll be in the dairy, now. I'll lock the house door. There's... there's been strangers about. You rest yourself. It's

bitter out." She wanted to be sure that he stayed indoors out of harm's way, and that nobody came harassing him. Later on she would go into the village, have a word with

some of the sensible people, and put a stop to this rubbishy talk, if she could..He brought her into his mind and saw her as he had seen her, there, in that room, and called

out.a pen, a cage. How could any of them keep their balance in a place like that?.patrols south of Omer, running a stolen fishing boat with the magewind. The patrol caught

them.And Early had a good chance of tracing him. Losen's power stretched all across Havnor and the.It was as strangely quiet as the farmlands. Not a voice, not a face. It

was difficult to feel.anything?".then at her again..grayish and dark like the stones. Her chin and breasts were shiny with the spittle that ran from.The cowboys were

discussing whether or not it was safe to eat the meat of a steer dead of the.provided new clothes if Rose had asked for them, but she never did. Rose had looked after

herself.arrogant, she wished she could want him; but she didn't and couldn't, and so she had thought him.those they hired were in truth slaves, having only their masters to

safeguard them from rival.asked herself, looking at her strong bare arms, the slight, soft swell of her breasts in the.all remote descendants of the Old Speech. None of these

languages serves for the making of spells.bring about an event. To write such a rune is to act. The power of the action varies with the.her name. He must remember what

name he had told her to call him. He must not be Irioth, though he
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